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Pam Berger  
Pam Berger, an edu-

cational technology/

library consultant and 

trainer with more than 

20 years of library ex-

perience, is Publisher 

and Editor of Informa-

tion Searcher and au-

thor of Internet for   

Active Learners. 

She has conducted workshops and semi-

nars and presented in more than 35 states in 

addition to many countries. Her recent work 

includes national school and public library 

development initiatives and university re-

search. 

Pam was highly received at NHSLMAôs 

summer institute, Literacy in the Sun, and 

will continue her conversations around what 

literacy means in the 21st century. 

www.infosearcher.com 

Roland Smith  
Roland Smith is the 

author of 25 books. Some 

of his award-winning 

titles are: Zachôs Lie, 

Cryptid Hunters, Jaguar, 

Sea Otter Rescue and The 

Captainôs Dog. Elephant 

Run was honored with a 

2009 ALA Best Books 

for Young Adults.  

Roland is a former research biologist and 

species coordinator for the endangered red 

wolf that has been successfully released 

back into the wild. He was also instrumental 

in the release of the gray wolf into Yellow-

stone National Park.  

Independence Hall, Book One of his new 

IQ series already has a loyal following 

awaiting more adventures. Tentacles, the 

sequel to Cryptid Hunters, is now available.   

www.rolandsmith.com 

Kathy Mallat  
Kathy Mallat is the 

author and illustrator 

of several childrenôs 

picture books includ-

ing award winners like 

Brave Bear and Just 

Ducky.  Kathy says 

that even as a child 

she was always com-

pelled to create.  

Although she has lived most of her life in 

Maine, Kathy grew up in Sunapee, New 

Hampshire and, following a long line of 

educators in her family, became an art 

teacher. Although she enjoys spending long, 

quiet hours in her home studio in Lebanon, 

Maine, Kathy continues to teach on a part-

time basis and enjoys visiting schools to talk 

to children about her creative process. 
www.kathymallat.com 

Chris Demarest  
Chris Demarest is an 

author and illustrator of 

more than 100 titles.  

Recently, he has focused 

on documenting people 

in unusual professions. 

For a year, he flew with 

the USCG to research 

his book MAYDAY! MAYDAY! A Coast 

Guard Rescue.  He spent last year flying 

with DHART, the medical evacuation team 

out of Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 

in Lebanon, NH.   

His most recent work is a picture/adult 

book: ARLINGTON: A History of Our Na-

tion's Cemetery, scheduled to be published 

in Fall 2010 by Roaring Brook Press. 

chrisdemarest.blogspot.com 
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Intellectual Freedom Update  

By Pam Harland 

Plymouth Regional High School 

Plymouth, New Hampshire 
 

Has your library had a book 

challenged? NHSLMA would 

like to help you in any way we 

can. We can help you by offer-

ing advice, finding professional 

reviews of challenged materi-

als, writing letters on your be-

half, and simply being there 

when someone is challenging 

the First Amendment rights of 

your users. The first step, how-

ever, is to notify us. 

If a parent or administrator 

asks you to remove any mate-

rial from your library contact 

someone on the NHSLMA 

Board. 

Before a book is challenged, 

we can all do two things to pro-

tect our materials:  

1. Review the process and 

forms for challenging ma-

terials at your school and 

library. 

2. Review your collection 

development policy.  

If you do not have a current 

collection development policy 

or official process for challeng-

ing materials in place or if you 

have questions about it, you can 

contact Pam Harland, Intellec-

tual Freedom Chair. I will share 

with you the policy and forms 

that we have used to success-

Your membership in 

NHSLMA entitles you 

to a discounted  

membership rate in 

NESLA, our regional 

sister organization. 

Learn more about 

NESLA and their  

annual Leadership  

conference at  

neschoolibraries.org. 

organization so for the time be-

ing our web site is still found at 

www.nhema.net. There are also 

Conference Highlights from our 

2009 conference on the web 

site, so check it out. If you at-

tended you might see yourself 

there. 

Diane Beaman was our dele-

gate to the AASL Conference in 

Charlotte and her report to the 

board was brimming with infor-

mation. In closing, our roles are 

changing rapidly. The decision 

made at Cushing Academy in 

Massachusetts, whether you 

agree or disagree, is a subject 

that is worthy of much discus-

sion. Letôs keep our minds and 

lines of communication open in 

this time of great challenge and 

opportunity.  

and is also our ñEdòie Award 

recipient for this year. 

The economy has been a par-

ticularly severe challenge, 

wreaking havoc with library 

budgets. NHSLMA will be 

working to let districts and ad-

ministrators know the essential 

role Library Media Specialists 

play in each and every school. 

Our NHSLMA listserv has 

been very active and a vital ave-

nue of communication for all of 

us. I encourage you to  join 

NHSLMA if you are not a mem-

ber and join our list serv.  

Our annual May Conference, 

NHSLMA Stimulates Literacy, is 

shaping up beautifully. There is 

information on the NHSLMA 

web site and throughout this 

newsletter. 

We are in the process of hav-

ing a new logo created for our 

Welcome 2010! I am very 

excited to be your president, and 

find this school year already 

filled with its share of successes 

and challenges. Our new Stan-

dards for the 21st Century 

Learner are the gold standard 

and something for us all to as-

pire to. We are working hard as 

an organization to create and 

sponsor workshops across the 

state that will explain the new 

standards and help to make tran-

sitions less painful. 

NHSLMA is also champion-

ing Intellectual Freedom by 

advising and supporting practi-

tioners who are facing book 

challenges. Our Intellectual 

Freedom Chair, Pam Harland, is 

a wonderful resource, having 

faced a challenge herself. Pam is 

Library Media Specialist at Ply-

mouth Regional High School, 

fully protect our users from 

book banners. 

Contact information: Pam 

Harland, Librarian at Plymouth 

Regional High School Library, 

pharland@prhs.sau48.org or 

603-536-1444 x2001. 

http://neschoolibraries.org/
http://www.nhema.net


Conference Registration:  
(Please print or type)  

 

Name:_______________________________  

School/Library: _______________________  

Work Address: _________________________  

____________________________________  

Work Phone: __________________________  

E-mail: ________________________________  

SPECIAL: Register a colleague as your guest at NHSLMA 

member cost. Please include payment and information for 

your guest with your registration.  

Name of Guest:________________________  

School:______________________________  

Guest Position:________________________  

PLEASE NOTE: Guest must not be a media specialist or 

library assistant.  

Sorry No purchase orders will be accepted .  

Please return this form and your check payable to NHSLMA  to:  

Elsie Domingo, 5 Birch Drive, Dover, NH  03820  

By May 1, 2010   

 

 

 

_________TOTAL REGISTRATION  

 

 $155  

2- Day NHSLMA  

Member  

 

 $180  

2- Day Non - member  

Registration  

 $85 NHSLMA Member  

Thursday  
 $100  

Non- member Registration  

Thursday  

 $85 NHSLMA Member  

Friday  
 $100  

Non- member Registration  

Friday  

 $155 2 - Day Guest Fee  

 $85 Thursday Guest Fee  

 $85 Friday Guest Fee  

 
Registration includes continental breakfast, lunch, 
and refreshment breaks.  
 

Please describe any special needs, including dietary 
requirements.  
 
NOTE:  If you need confirmation or a receipt, please 

enclose a self - addressed stamped envelope  with 

your registration.  

          

Membership Renewal Information:  

NHSLMA membership Renewals can be made with a 

separate check made payable to NHSLMA and mailed 

with this registration. To obtain a form, visit http://

www.nhema.net. 

 

Registration Deadline is May 1,2010  

If you have any questions about registration contact 

Elsie Domingo: elsie03820@yahoo.com 

 

This form is for registration only.  

Room reservations must be made directly with 

the Radisson.             
 

 

NHSLMA Annual Conference  
òNHSLMA Stimulates Literacyó 

May 20 & 21, 2010  

Lodging 

 
Radisson Hotel, Nashua, NH  
 

Room Rates:  single/double $99 plus 9% tax  

    

Reservations may be made by calling the hotel 

at 1- 603 - 888 - 9970  and specifying that you 

are with the NH School Library Media 
Association Conference .  Please indicate any 

special needs, roommate name(s) and bed type 

preference.  Please note that requests are not 

guaranteed and are based on hotel availability.  

 
Registration Deadline is April 25, 2010  

Rate and availability cannot be guaranteed af-

ter that date .  
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Do you belong to 
NHSLMA?  

Professionals:  $20 for one year or $35 for two 

years. 

Others:  $7.50 for one year or $12 for two 

years. 

by Sharon Silva (James Mastricola Upper Elementary 

School,  Merrimack) and Nancy Keane (Rundlett Middle 

School, Concord) 
 

Nancy Keane, our New Hampshire affiliate representa-

tive to the American Association of School Librarians 

(AASL), attended the January assembly meeting at the 

American Library Associationôs (ALA) Mid-Winter Con-

ference in Boston.  Nancy reports that the AASL execu-

tive board debated and reflected on what our image 

should be. After looking at the pros and cons of the dif-

ferent labels given to our profession, AASL has adopted 

School Librarian as the name of choice. The overarching 

strategic goal of AASL is to achieve universal recognition 

of school librarians as indispensable educational leaders. 

AASL will work to advance and promote the new term 

and will open dialog concerning stakeholders' needs, 

wants and preferences, the current realities and evolving 

dynamics of the professional environment; the capacity 

and strategic position of the association, and the ethical 

implications relevant to this decision. 

Here in New Hampshire we too are aligned to this 

ñbrandò as we recently changed our organizational name 

from NHEMA (New Hampshire Educational Media As-

sociation) to NHSLMA (New Hampshire School Library 

Media Association). Since there was a need to connect to 

the certifications in place at the New Hampshire Depart-

ment of Education (that of Library Media Specialist and 

Media Supervisor) the word ñmediaò was kept in our or-

ganizational name.  Currently, the Board is working on 

updating our webpage design, developing a new logo and 

seeking new ways to advance our image as 

ñindispensable educational leaders.ò 

Check the mailing label of  
this newsletter for your 

membership status!  

New Hampshire  
School Library  

Media Association  
Membership Application  

(Membership year runs from January through December)  
 

Date________  Renewal________ New________ 

 

Name _________________________________________________ 

 

Home Address 

Street _________________________________________________ 

City, State __________________________________________ 

Zip______________ Phone No ____________________ 

Email: _________________________________________________ 

Work Address 

Institution __________________________________________ 

Grades (if school)_________________________________________ 

Street _________________________________________________ 

City, State_______________________________________________ 

Zip______________ Phone No. ____________________ 

Fax No.: ________________________________________________ 

Send NHSLMA mail to my ________home  ________work. 

________do not include my name on mailing lists shared with other 

organizations. 

 

Type of Membership 

_____Professionals _____$20/one year  _____$35/two years 

_____Others _____$7.50/one year _____$12/two years 

_____New to NH Professional ranks: free first year membership 

Make checks payable to NHSLMA and send with form to: 

Elsie Domingo, NHSLMA, 5 Birch Drive, Dover, NH, 03820 

 

 

_____I am interested in volunteering for NHSLMA.  Please contact 

me. 

Itõs Official:   

We Are School Librarians!  

Spring Fever Networking -- Permabound 

Books will be sponsoring two dinner/networking 

sessions in April...on the 7
th
 in Merrimack and in 

Plymouth on the 8
th
 .  Look for more information to 

be posted on the listserv and at nhema.net!  

LETôS TALK! 




